



“social capital” is a work inspired by the “fluxus sensibility” of mutuality and community among artists.  “community” is a heavily contested concept which is recycled frequently in social scientific discourse, in different guises.  its latest appearance is as “social capital” – the notion that the interpersonal connections in social groups or in a geographical location (like a housing estate) can be seen as a resource analogous to economic capital in which a group or a place can be “rich” or “poor”.  the development and enrichment of social capital as a potential route to better health, education and political involvement has been enthusiastically adopted as a desirable target by centre-left political parties in the west over the last five years and Tony Blair frequently used the term in speeches leading up to the 2002 general election.





this work is based on an interview questionnaire produced by the office of national statistics, designed to measure social capital.  these central concepts of social capital are here spoken by a computerised voice in the context of a piece of electronic sound.  how much do you trust people?  do people help each other out?  do you get involved in your local community?  working methods in electronic music often do not lend themselves to the development of a sense of community between musicians, based as they often are on the programming and technological manipulation of sound by individuals acting alone.   on the other hand, one of the commonest forms of artistic exchange in electronic music is the remix – which practice could be said to be keenly in tune with the democratic, egalitarian principles which tend to go hand in hand with the ideology of mutuality and community.





this disc includes the audio work, and some data files made available for other contributors to use if they wish:  all the separate audio files which were used in the creation of the piece, and a PDF file of the social capital questionnaire itself, which gives more background information on social capital and the original versions of the interview questions used in the audio work itself.
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cathode - social capital





 “social capital is defined in terms of social networks and connections … an individual’s contacts with networks result in an accumulation of exchanges, obligations and shared identities that, in turn, provide potential support and access to resources” 1





“social capital extends beyond being a resource to include people’s sense of belonging to their community, community cooperation, reciprocity and trust, and positive attitudes to community institutions that include participation in community activities or civic engagement” 2
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audio section (the artwork):


cathode – “social capital” (10m 21s)





data section (for other contributors):


audio files ready for remixing (.wav files)


social capital interview questions (.pdf file)
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